
From the “Rostok” (Sprout) company 
 

Tomatoes and cabbages are now can be bought from Serzhantovo orphanage youngsters. 
 
You can easily purchase high quality sprouts of tomatoes and cabbage in Serzhantovo 
village orphanage.  Children from the orphanage will get money for their work which is a 
nice supplement income for them. 
The small agricultural business “Rostok” (Sprout) was launched 2 years ago.  Since that 
time children supplied their menu with greens and vegetables they had planted 
themselves.  They’ve got some experience and planted more.  Today “Rostok” (Sprout) is 
offering their produce to the customers. 
They have gotten help from their local representative Yuri Stepanchenko and foundation 
“Voschozhdenije” (Ascent) The foundation Ascent consists of people who are sponsors 
and friends of the orphanage.  This year Serzhantovo kids had a chance to grow better 
quality produce. 
20 youngsters work in “Rostok” (Sprout) from time to time.  They are digging, weeding 
out, watering etc.  But the main crew consists of 5 young people: Ljosha Alexandrov, 
Anya Mezensteva, Daniil Vaganov, Daniil Pavlov and Ira Makarenko.  Their mentor is 
Anna Ivanovna Matorykina.  Long ago she graduated from agricultural science college. 
The group leader is Ljosha Alexandrov, -- says Anna Ivanovna.  He is very devoted to the 
business.  As soon as season begins he is all the time works at vegetable garden or in the 
green houses doing everything from A to Z.  It is clear now that the boy with such 
commitment will become a farmer in the future... 
The company “Rostok” (Sprout) is selling right now 5 varieties of tomatoes sprouts and 6 
varieties of cabbages.  One cabbage sprout is sold for 2 rubles.  Tomatoes are sold for 3 
rubles per sprout.  Later on the prices will go down. 
Children grow the flowers as well.  This year they are doing this only for themselves 
because they planted seeds outdoors and the last spring happened to be harsh.  Otherwise 
they would be able to deliver flowers to the city and boost their account.  Children dream 
about another greenhouse.  It will be great not only because of today’s practical 
considerations.  More important that children are able to establish their own liking 
towards farming which might easily became their vocation. 
If from the very beginning “Rostok” (Sprout) consisted of 10-12 children, today they have 
more than 20 who love farming.  Students are acquiring basic work skills and getting to 
know how to put together the whole work process, so they are getting some professional 
knowledge.  They are engaged in the entire process – from buying seeds to harvesting of 
what they have grown.  The money they earned partly being spent to pay their salaries 
(everyone receives accordingly of his or her participation, even if it was 1 hour of work), 
and partly they spend their money for their future needs buying seeds and fertilizers. 
Everybody welcomed to try Serzhantovo’s kids farmer results (not yet final though).  For 
additional information regarding tomatoes and cabbage sprouts please call Sergantovo 
orphanage number 9-94-92. 
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