
“Golden Hands”, 
and the harvest gets an A+ ! 

 
I was wondering how the little orphanage farm was and if the harvest was good. Of course, Alexey Alexandrov, the 

head of the department, gave me a tour. He was taking care of the garden during the whole summer, so the menu included 
fresh vegetables and greens. Now, the vegetable beds are empty, and the only vegetables left are some juicy tomatoes and 
shiny peppers growing in beauty in the green house. Alex picked a big nice pepper and two tomatoes and gave them to me: 

- Take them, they are for you. 
-Thank you, you’d better keep them for children. 
-There are many more of them for my children. 
Alex also showed me something new– radishes which were small then but which were supposed to become the size 

of a middle-size turnip. Bright aster flowers planted by Daniel Vaganov especially for September 1 were growing by the 
fence. There was still a lot to do: to mow the grass, to fix the fence. 

-Alex, do you read any special literature? 
-Of course, I do. I have a lot of books. My favorite one is “In the world of plants”, it’s a very good book I must say. 

It was given to me two years ago at “Druzhba” (“Friendship”) when I worked there. Or there is another one – “The 
Revolution of a Straw. Introduction to Natural Agriculture” by Masanobu Fukuoka – that was given to me by a man from 
Dalnegorsk, he found out about my interest in agriculture and brought it to me.  

-Are you going to connect your future life with agriculture? 
-Not really. I want to be a chef. After all, you need to know how to cook what the Earth gives us: “having grown it 

–now cook it”. But I do dream of bigger farming: big gardens, maybe fields. As a matter of fact, I would like to learn to be 
a cook first and to travel while I am young. That is why I do my best to learn as much as I can. 

Among other Alexey’s interests is making wooden models of ships and planes. Other people often come to his 
workshop and learn the skill of working with wood. Also, Alex goes to the music school to learn to play the accordion. 
What a versatile person Alex is! 

We must thank Alexey for helping. See you later, Children’s Home! 
 
by Inna Zinkevich 
 
(in the picture) Alexey Alexandrov: keeping the green house in proper order. 



   


